www.churchinthewoottons.net

Remembering the Songs of Praise

Thank you to everyone who turned out to attend the Open Air Songs of Praise that was
held on South Wootton Green back in June — over 200 people came which was
brilliant. The sun shone for us and we listened to music provided by the Hunstanton
Concert Band. George Braun gave us a great rendition of Amazing Grace. The curate
was a dab hand with the paints (yes - you missed a treat there) as Rev. Tony Higton
spoke of the joys of creation. Will there be something next year? Let us know if you'd
like to see more events like this which can involve the community.

Bored with Daytime TV?

We are not insinuating that all people just sit at home watching their televisions all day,
it is just an attempt at an attention grabbing headline, to get you to read about two new
initiatives which the Church in the Woottons is going to start this autumn, both running
during the daytime.

Over the last year or so Alpha courses have been run during the evening which is a
time that may not suit everyone. You may be excluded because you have young

children, or it may be that you just cannot easily get out or like going out during the dark
evenings.

This autumn an Alpha course is going to be run during the daytime. It will start on Thursday 24"
September, and run up to Thursday 10™ December. Each session will run between 9.15 — 10.45 am, to
allow parents time to drop young children at school.

We're also planning to run a créche so that younger children can be looked after. The course does not
run the week of half-term as it is recognised that this may be difficult for those with school-age children.
If you want to know more about the Alpha Course read about Alan’s experience on Page 3.

After the half-term break the church is also hoping to begin a weekly drop-in at St Mary’s church to provide tea, coffee
and biscuits to parents, grandparents or carers as they drop young children off at school. It will be a place to sit down,

chat and refresh yourselves before the busy day continues. Whilst not set in stone as yet, it is likely to run on a
Wednesday morning.

Please contact Neil McLeod if you are interested in joining the Alpha Course or want to know more about the drop-in.




Sunday Services

South Wootton
St Mary’s

EVERY Sunday 10.00am
St Mary’s Church, Church Lane,
South Wootton

North Wootton
“Sunday at 10”

EVERY Sunday 10.00am
All Saints, Manor Road,
North Wootton

Come and join the St Mary's family in our
services at St Mary's, which
beautiful Sung Communions (with the
choir), Mattins from the Old Prayer Book
There is a family
Communion_on_a 5" Sunday in the

or Morning Prayer.

include

Come and join the All Saints family in our
weekly informal service. There are groups for
children and a carpeted play area in church,

month. St Mary’s:

with toys provided for babies and toddlers.

The service is also suitable for people without
children. Sunday at 10:
Is newcomer friendly

Welcomes newcomers
Has wheelchair access

Has a mix of hymns both traditional

& modern

Has time for reflection

Welcomes members of all Christian
denominations to Communion
Welcomes those not wishing to take
Communion to receive a blessing at
the communion rail

There are toilet facilities

Has wheelchair access

Is a blend of fun and seriousness

Is informal

Has lively music and singing

Has time for reflection

Has a play area for under 3s

Gives space to people without children
Has a junior church on three Sundays of
the month. The 1% Sunday is an All-Age
service and children stay in for the whole
service

Has links to uniformed organisations, e.g.

Cubs & Brownies
There are toilet facilities

South Wootton
Café Church

1°' & 3rd Sundays 10.00am
The Village Hall, Church Lane,
South Wootton

Come and join the Café Church family,
and relax in our friendly Sunday
morning coffee bar. If you have family,
bring them along - there are activities
for the children — but it's suitable for
those without children too. Enjoy the
music, the prayers and the thought for
the day. Join in discussion and worship.
It is not like church as you may
remember it. The Café Church:

Is newcomer friendly

Has wheelchair access

Is creative and fun

Is informal

Includes modern music & secular

music

Includes refreshments

Has activities for children

Includes worship and discussion

Allows people to remain seated

whilst singing

There are toilet facilities

Services last approximately an hour.

The services are in an easy-to-follow booklet or projected on

the screen.

We make it clear when to stand or sit.

You don't have to join in hymns and prayers or kneel unless

you want to.

You don't have to give money unless you wish to.
If you can’t come every week, come whenever you can.

You can wear casual clothes.

Refreshments served after all 10.00am Services.

If it's Communion you can either stay in your place, or follow
the others to the rail and keep your hands down by your side

and receive a prayer of blessing from the priest, or, if you're

confirmed, take the bread and wine.

Our churches have wheelchair access, toilets for the disabled
and a hearing loop.

MONTHLY ST MARY’S ALL SAINTS CAFE CHURCH
PATTERN Church Lane South Wootton Manor Road North Wootton Church Lane, South Wootton
1*' Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion (Trad)
10.00am Mattins 10.00am All Age Service 10.00am Informal Worship
6.00pm Holy Communion
2" Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion (Trad)
10.00am Sung Eucharist 10.00am Informal Service
3™ Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Morning Service 10.00am Holy Communion 10.00am Informal Worship
6.00pm Evening Service
4™ Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist 10.00am Informal Service
2.30pm Deaf Church
5" Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Sung Eucharist 10.00am Holy Communion

Child Protection Policy: Our churches operate a full Child Protection Policy: all those having regular contact with children under the age of 18
years obtain a CRB (Criminal Records Bureau) ‘Enhanced Disclosure’ and complete a Confidential Declaration before their appointment




The Church in the Woottons cares

The church exists to serve all who live in North and South
Wootton. That means we are here to serve you. This is
why we circulate News & Views to tell you of the facilities
we offer and of the faith we share. We can help by:

VISITING:

AT HOME: We are always glad to visit people at home,
including the sick, the anxious, the lonely, the elderly, the
perplexed, the bereaved, newcomers, etc.

IN HOSPITAL: In a time of crisis everyone can reach out
for help. People pray to God when they’re in need even if
they do not attend church. We are able to pray with you.

All visits are without any obligation to the church and we
never force our views on people or embarrass them over
religion.

IF YOU'D BENEFIT FROM A VISIT, OR KNOW
SOMEONE WHO COULD, RING US TO ARRANGE A
VISIT.

OFFERING PRAYER

We are happy to pray for people by name in our Saturday
morning Hour of Prayer or confidentially (just using a first
name) in our Confidential Prayer Chain. Don’t hesitate to
contact the Parish Office about what is concerning you.

A Fond Farewell

On Sunday 19" July the Church in the Woottons bid a fond
farewell to Rev. Tony & Patricia Higton as they retired. We
pray for them and wish them well as they settle into their
new home in Marham, and for whatever challenges that God
may have for them.

DO YOU HAVE problems, worries,
and concerns in your life that are
troubling you, but you have nobody to
talk to about them? Andrew is
prepared to see you and listen to you
and see if together we can find a way
ahead for you that will bring you help
and relief. All in complete confidence
and with no charge.

Tel. Dr Andrew Fielding (674304)

Alan’s experience of the Alpha Course

| have always considered myself to
be a Christian but it was sort of a
loose arrangement and | had many
unanswered questions and was
frequently assailed with doubts.

My wife and | started to attend
Church regularly (again) when we
moved to North Wootton a few
years ago and she attended an

Alpha course which she enjoyed very much. | then
somewhat reluctantly said | would do the same. The DVDs
shown were very informative and designed to stimulate
discussion and | found that my fellow course members had
many of the same doubts and questions as | had so that
discussion was very lively.

At the end of the course | felt that God had answered my
qguestions and my belief and faith had been greatly
strengthened. | would recommend anyone "teetering on the
brink" to attend a course and hopefully find peace of mind
and new meaning to life.

What is the Meaning of Life?

Find out in the

THE ALPHA COURSE
DVD & discussion at
34 Castle Rising Rd

Starting on Thursday 24" September @ 9.15 am

Alpha is an opportunity for anyone to explore the Christian
faith in a relaxed setting. There are 10 sessions, which with
a 2-week break for Neil's holiday and half-term, takes the
course up to Thursday 10" December. There will also be
an away-day on Saturday 7" November which is an integral
part of the course.

A creche will be provided on each morning and the away-
day, so young children can be accommodated.

FOR DETAILS OR TO BOOK ONTO THE COURSE,
RING NEIL ON 684064

Join a Home Group...

...to discuss the Bible and enjoy being together. You
don’t have to be a churchgoer. Home Groups are
excellent ways of learning more about the Bible, and
deepening & developing your faith.

It is very good to join a Home Group as a follow-up to
an Alpha Course. Groups run at the following times:

Monday @ 7.30pm
Tuesday @ 10.30am
Wednesday @ 7.30pm &
Thursday @ 7.30pm

If you are interested please contact the Parish Office
for details of where each group meets.

Advent Course

Are you preparing for Christmas already?

The church is preparing for Advent. A 4-week course
which is open to everyone will begin on Wednesday
25" November (the week leading up to Advent
Sunday). The time and venue are to be fixed.

Build-Africa

Helps young people in Uganda & Kenya escape
poverty through education & enterprise. By helping
communities to build farms, businesses and schools
Build-Africa help give young people the skills they
need to thrive.

www.build-africa.org




TAKE “CONTACT”

Contact is our regular monthly parish magazine.
It is delivered to your door, and contains news on
upcoming church and community events. If you want
to know what’s happening, then you need Contact.

Marriage Preparation Course

This course is open to those couples preparing to get
married in 2010, and for those couples who may like to
spend time together looking at marriage and relationship. It
covers topics such as commitment, listening to each other,
resolving conflict, making each other feel loved, etc.

Contact the Parish Office if you're interested in
subscribing.

The course runs on Friday evening - Saturday afternoon
November 20" — 21st in All Saints Church. It includes
supper on Friday, Saturday lunch and refreshments

Cost (to those not getting married in the Woottons) is £20.
For those whose wedding is in the Woottons, the cost is
included in the wedding fee. Please contact the Parish
Office to book onto the course, or obtain more details.

REMEMBER YOUR LOVED ONE
at our

COMMEMORATION SERVICE

Sunday November 1% 3.00pm
St Mary’s South Wootton

Come and give thanks for the life of your loved one(s)
whom you have lost. There will be time to sit,
remember and to light a candle in their memory. The
service is open to all who continue to grieve.

FACILITIES FOR THE DISABLED

We are an inclusive church. We invite everyone into
our services.

Both of our church buildings, and South Wootton
Village Hall in which Café Church is held, have
wheelchair access and toilet facilities for the disabled.
In Café Church there is the benefit of being able to be
seated with the congregation at tables. Both churches
have a hearing loop for those who are deaf.

On the 4th Sunday of the month the King®@ Lynn Deaf

Community Church meets in St Mary’s church. It is our prayer that you find comfort in the service.

Thoughts from Colin Bryant

| came to the Woottons in September 2004 and was instantly struck by the openness and love

shown within the churches. God clearly shines brightly through the churches and has had a vast

impact on my life. The joy of celebration and the care shown for each member of the congregation

and community at large is a true reflection of the ministry shared by all who attend services here. All

Saints and St Mary’s are extremely different in their approaches to the Gospel and this goes to show

the pure scope of churchmanship available. All Saints with its lively services has gifted me with joy,

laughter and the freedom to try new things, It has enabled me to experience the great depth of
evangelism. St Mary’s holds to the true beauty and majesty of tradition without becoming staid and stifling. In addition to
this the advent of Cafe Church has further enriched me and the Woottons by exploring new methods of worship and
leadership. The Woottons has offered me diversity, love, friendship and the true knowledge that God is with me in all
things as | leave the area to start ordination training at Trinity College, Bristol.

The church runs a group for young people age 10 & over, meeting on the 2" & 4" Fridays
of each month. It's a mix of fun, games and learning about Jesus. Please contact Neil if
you are interested in coming along, or you just have questions.

Encounter!

Youth Group

WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU!

The clergy and Reader are here to help anyone
in the parish, whether they attend church or not.
Don't hesitate to contact them

Ring the Parish Office (671381) or email
(patricia@churchinthewottons.org) if you need:

information on church services
a lift to church
a home or hospital visit

Neil McLeod Linda Ashby David Tate Tony Kendall
Curate Assistant Assistant Reader or are enquiring about baptisms, weddings or
684064 672893 672474 631539 finerals




